
Civic Centre, Castle Street, 
Merthyr Tydfil    CF47 8AN

Main Tel: 01685 725000 www.merthyr.gov.uk

SCRUTINY REPORT

To:  Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Annual Return: Fifth Assessment Framework for 
Welsh Public Library Standards 2015/16. 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1  Local authorities submit a return to the Welsh Government in early summer each 
year on library performance for the previous year. 

1.2 The Welsh Government uses a panel of assessors from local government and other 
experts to consider the performances. 

1.3 Written feedback reports containing final assessment and advice to local authorities 
are then provided in the autumn of each year. This report is to advise that the written 
feedback has been provided and is attached at APPENDIX I

2.0 RECOMMENDATION(S)

2.1 That the scrutiny committee discusses and comments on the issues set out in the 
Annual Assessment report (see APPENDIX I).

3.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

3.1 The Welsh public library standards allow the Welsh Government to assess whether 
library services in Wales are complying with their duties under the Public Libraries 
and Museums Act 1964 Act. They also assess the efficiency of the delivery of library 
services in Wales.
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3.2 The fifth framework of Welsh public library standards comprises 18 core entitlements 
and 16 quality indicators to monitor how well library services realise these benefits 
for the people of Wales.

3.3 Members will recall a report to this Committee on 23rd May 2016 which provided the 
Welsh Public Library Standards return for the authority to Welsh Government. A copy of 
the report can be found in the BACKGROUND PAPERS.

3.4 The framework of reporting is in its second year of a three year framework and the report 
submitted in May relates to the year 2015/16, the first year of delivery through Merthyr 
Tydfil Leisure Trust.

3.5 The report required ratification through the scrutiny process to be a final submission to 
Welsh Government. The attached letter is in response to the return.

Scrutiny Section

BACKGROUND PAPERS
Title of Document(s) Document(s) Date Document Location

See background papers

Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 

No


